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To the Family & Loved Ones of Zaven Hatutian

I

of the passing of Zaven Hatutian. Please allow me
to express my sincerest condolences to Zaven’s family and friends, who have
always displayed such admirable strength, and such a deep devotion to God and
His church. On behalf of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, I
convey my condolences to you all.
WAS DEEPLY SADDENED TO HEAR

Zaven Garabed Hatutian was a true son of the Armenian Church, whose loss leaves an
empty place at our table of Christian fellowship. We are consoled by the knowledge
that he has now taken up a seat, alongside those he loved, at another table, which God
has prepared for His true servants, in a kingdom beyond this world. I pray that we
may all be joined there, on the day of our Lord’s judgment.
In a life blessed with much happiness and success, Zaven devoted heart and soul to his
church. He was an admired and beloved figure throughout the Kansas City Armenian
community—where he was truly the motive force behind the St. Garabed Church—and
also among the Armenian centers of Florida, where Zaven and his wife Zartar spent
much of their later years.
From his earliest days as a boy in Latakia and Kessab, Zaven was deeply proud of his
heritage, carrying forth a spirit inherited from his parents, Garabed and Marguerite. He
was part of a generation whose members seized upon every opportunity afforded by
the Old World, who brought their talent and determination to America, and who
embraced this country with devotion. With his characteristic ingenuity, Zaven had a
successful career in accounting, while he built a real estate business that became a true
family enterprise, strengthened by the talents of his family members.
His life was blessed, of course, through his wonderful marriage. Zaven and Zartar
Hatutian were simply inseparable: a couple who exemplified the Christian sacrament of
marriage, and whose love and devotion to each other inspired those around them. I
know they were deeply proud Gary, David, and Jennifer—the children with whom God
blessed them.
In life the Hatutians were true leaders of their community. As I mentioned, Zaven was
instrumental in the acquisition of a church where the Armenians of Kansas City could
worship. But the church also lived within Zaven’s heart and soul, and he served it as a
deacon, as a benefactor, and most importantly as a devoted follower of our Lord Jesus
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Christ. It was my privilege a few years ago to present Zaven with the “St. Vartan
Award” of our Diocese, in recognition of his lifelong dedication and example of humble
service to our church.
The passing of Zartar was a great blow to Zaven and the family. But he soldiered on,
content in the company of his children and grandchild. We are mindful today of the
full breadth of Zaven’s dear family, and the esteem in which he was held by his
numerous relatives, in-laws, and friends.
What Zaven loved most of all was to be in the midst of his people, whether these were
among his extended family, or the broader community of Armenians in America, or
among our countrymen in the homeland. His home was a place of hospitality to all,
and indeed became a haven for Zaven’s and Zartar’s family members when they
arrived from overseas. Together, the two built a household of warmth and love, of
laughter, meals, and wonderful memories shared by numerous people.
Today, my deep condolences go out to Gary, David, and Jennifer, and their families;
and to the countless friends, colleagues, and loved ones who surrounded the family
through many years. Rest assured that I will offer a prayer for this Armenian Christian
gentleman before the holy altar. May our Lord grant rest to his kind and pious servant,
Zaven Garabed Hatutian, and may he grant strength to you all in the days ahead.
With prayers,
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
Primate

